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Setting the High Watermark for Outdoor Adventure 
 

 
Rogue River Trail Hiking Trips 

 
ROW Adventures offers an alternative view of the Wild and Scenic Rogue River Canyon; guided trekking on 

the Rogue River Trail. You get the best of both worlds; trekking through one of the nation’s finest river 

canyons and the comfort of wilderness lodges each night. Rooms are double occupancy; with hot showers & 

real beds. Superb family-style dining is the hallmark of each of the lodges. 
 

The Rogue canyon offers an excellent scenic experience as the trail meanders through forests, open meadows, 

and dramatic view points along rocky crags. Black bear, osprey, bald eagle, and wild flowers are to be seen 

throughout the canyon. The Wild and Scenic section of the Rogue was one of the first river canyons brought 

under protection of the national wild and scenic rivers act. 
 

We are the oldest and largest federally authorized outfitter on the Wild and Scenic of the Rogue. Our guides are 

intimately familiar with the river, its canyon, plants, animals, geology, and human history. In addition to your 

trail guide, our rafts follow along on the river and meet you for lunch.  Lunch and your extra equipment are 

carried on the raft. You can carry your daily gear and water bottle in a small backpack of your choosing. 
 

The trek offers excellent photographic opportunities. If you are a beginner at this type of photography we 

suggest that you keep your equipment simple; too many lenses will keep you busy changing lenses and taking 

few pictures. If your camera has interchangeable lenses, a zoom unit in the 28mm-70mm range is a good all 

around lens; especially if it has a "macro" feature for the close ups of wildflowers. Long range shots of birds 

and other wildlife will require a lens in the 300mm range. Many of the new compact cameras are quite good 

and if they have a normal and telephoto lens adjustment, it will do nicely. A small pair of binoculars is very 

handy for viewing birds and animals. 
 

Our trips are typically four days with three nights at lodges (length of trip can be adapted to your group). We 

meet the evening prior to the departure date for an orientation meeting at Morrison’s Lodge near Merlin, 

Oregon.   We finish at approximately 2:00 PM of the last day. The prime time for the treks is May and June. 
 

Weather is variable at this time; rain is possible but is just as likely to be dry and very warm. The spring wild 

flowers abound at this time.   May trips can be scheduled as requested, pending available space. June trips 

depart on any Saturday or Sunday. 
 

The trek begins at the BLM launch site at Graves Creek and follows the Rogue River approximately 38.0 miles 

to our ending point at Foster Bar.  
 

Degree of Difficulty: The trail is well maintained and in good condition during the spring and early summer. 

Elevation of the trail is below 1,000 feet. Grades are mild. Much of the trail is level or nearly level. A small 

portion of the trail is cut into rock cliffs with exposed drop-offs. The trail follows the river, sometimes near the 

river, other times higher up. The average distance covered each day is 10 miles; varying from 5-15 miles. This 

distance is a moderate walk for person in good physical condition, provides reasonable time during the day for 

viewing the surroundings, photographing wild flowers, and a leisurely lunch. Daily mileage: day one 9.6 miles; 

day two, 14.5 miles; day three, 4 miles; day four, 6.5 miles. 



 

 

Participants should be in reasonable physical condition and experienced at walking the distances involved while 

carrying a light pack. The most frequent problem encountered is sore feet; this can be avoided by walking 

during the winter and early spring to strengthen your feet. 
 
If you have any medical conditions which might affect your ability to engage in this level of sustained exertion 

please consult your physician. This trek is in a remote area, emergency evacuation would be difficult, and 

might involve a delay of several hours, or more, to reach medical care. Bring any medications you may need 

with you. 
 
Footwear: If you do not own trail boots it is a good idea to note the following specifications – buy your boots 

long before the trip. Wear them as much as possible to break them in. Well designed boots, well broken in, and 

in good condition are the key to enjoying this trip. Good ankle support is important. Light trail boots are 

adequate and should have lug soles. Tennis shoes, sandals, and other light weight shoes should not be worn on 

the trail. A handy trick for insuring foot comfort is carrying a spare set of socks for the day. At lunch time you 

can change socks. Dry socks at mid-day will go a long way toward keeping tender feet in good condition. 

Please keep in mind that you will be required to ride in a raft to cross the river at Black Bar Lodge as well as at 

the end of the trip.  You will need to bring along a pair of shoes that you do not mind getting wet. 
 
Clothing & Equipment: Clothing should be loose fitting and allow full movement. Cotton-polyester blends are 

cool and dry fast. Bring shorts and long pants as you see fit... and a wide brim hat. You will need clothing for 

the trail and for the lodge. Rain gear is required. Your daily clothing will be carried in your pack. Extra 

clothing, personal items and lodge clothing are carried in a waterproof river bag on the raft. Space is limited so 

keep your gear to 30 pounds or less. 
 
Backpack: The key to a good pack is comfortable and well designed shoulder and waist straps. Even a light 

pack can be irritating if it doesn't ride well on your back. If you carry your water bottle in the pack, get one 

with an outside pocket on the side of the pack and large enough to carry your water bottle (your water bottle 

should be at least one liter capacity). Be certain that the straps and waist band have enough adjustment to allow 

the pack to be worn over your warm clothing; some inexpensive packs have very short straps. If you will be 

buying a pack for this trip be certain it is large enough, but don't go overboard. 
 

After reviewing the gear list, make a pile of everything you need to carry in the pack, box it up, and take it 

when shopping for a pack. This is the best way to size a pack. 
 
Meeting Point:  We meet you at 5:45pm the evening prior to your departure date at Morrison’s Lodge near 

Merlin, Oregon for a one-hour orientation meeting to answer any last minute questions and give you your 

waterproof bags to pack.   We recommend that you stay at Morrison’s Lodge the night before the trip, but if that 

doesn’t work for you, there are other options in the area.   
 
If you can’t make the orientation meeting we will meet you at 7:45am the morning of the launch at Morrison’s.   

The trek ends at Foster Bar, about 30 miles from the coastal town of Gold Beach.  We will return you to 

Morrison’s Lodge. 
 
Travel:  From I-5 (north or south) take Exit 61 to Merlin.  Merlin is 3 miles west of I-5.  Turn left (west) onto 

Merlin-Galice Road and go 12 ½ miles. You will cross a large, yellow bridge over the Rogue River about two 

miles before you reach Morrison's Lodge, which will be on your right.  The address for Morrison’s Lodge is 

8500 Galice Rd, Merlin, Oregon  97532; (800) 826-1963. 
 
If you are flying; the nearest airport is in Medford. United, Horizon and Alaska service this airport. Shuttle 

service can be arranged from the airport to your accommodations for the night before your trip. We recommend 

Affordable Shuttles (541) 479-1042 or the Galice Resort (541) 476-3818 for shuttles.  If you need assistance 

call our office at (800) 451-6034.    LD/Mydocs/Clericaldocs/River Docs/Rogue/ROW Rogue Hike info  9/9/15 


